Worksheet for Puns and Fun with the Trombone
Definition of a pun:  A pun is a joke that depends on a word having two meanings.  The joke comes from the unexpected association with the second meaning after setting up the listener to expect the first meaning.

Directions:  With the examples below, use the dictionary in your head to first figure out which word has two meanings and write it in the blank space provided. Next write the two meanings in the next two blank spaces.  Finally, explain the joke in the final space.  
 1.  What is black and white and red/read all over?
· Word in mental dictionary _________________.
· Meaning one_____________________

· Meaning two_____________________

· Explain the pun __________________________________________

2. Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, 'I've lost my Electron.' The other says, 'Are you sure?' The first replies, 'Yes, I'm positive.' 
· Word in mental dictionary_________________

· Meaning one _____________
· Meaning two _______________

· Explain the pun _________________________________________________

3.  When William joined the army he disliked the phrase 'fire at will'.
· Word in mental dictionary________________

· Meaning one ____________________

· Meaning two _____________________

· Explain the pun _____________________

4.  We were so poor when I was growing up we couldn't even afford to pay attention.
· Word in the mental dictionary__________________
· Meaning one ______________________

· Meaning two ______________________

· Explain the pun _____________________
5.  I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me.  
· Word in the mental dictionary____________________
· Meaning one _________________________

· Meaning two ________________________

· Explain the pun _____________________________

If you finish early, try 6-7 as a challenge.

For numbers 6-7, the word is within the sentence, but the sound is slightly different.  There are three spaces provided.  In the first space write the word as it is spelled in the sentence; in the second space create your own spelling of the way the word sounds to you (phonemic spelling).  For example, vulture could be spelled the way it sounds: vulcher)  In space three write the word that is sounds similar to with phonemic spelling, finally explain the pun in the final space provided.

1. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at him and says, 'I'm sorry, sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.' _______________, __________________, ________________.
_____________________________________________________________
2. I went to a concert and heard a woman play a Baroque violin.  It would have sounded even better if she used a violin that worked. ______________ , ______________, ________________
_____________________________________________________________

Here are some words that could be used for puns.  In your groups, try to create a pun from the following words: You many use the dictionary to figure out the two meanings.  
On the back of this worksheet, write out the pun that you create.  
· Horse/hoarse 
· Subject/subject

