“The Scarlet Ibis”

Reading Questions

Part I:  Vocabulary – Write each sentence.  Use the correct vocabulary word in the box below to complete the analogy.


1. Lazy is to unwillingness to complete as _________________ is to determined to be successful.

2. Secure is to unstable as balanced is to _____________________ . 

3. Foreign is to strange as __________________ is to unusual.
4. Common opinion is to traditionally excepted ideas and beliefs as ________________ is to opinion contrary to what is considered right.

5. Eternal is __________________ as constant is to fade.

Part II:  Reading Comprehension – Answer the following questions in complete sentences by rephrasing the questions in the answer.

6. When are the events of the story taking place?  What literary term applies to this writing style?

7. Where does the big brother take Doodle to teach him to walk?

8. What happens to the Scarlet Ibis?

9. From what point of view is the story told?  Who is the narrator?

10. What happens to Doodle at the end of the story?

11. Describe the similarities between Doodle and the Ibis.  (minimum of 3 comparisons)

Part III:  Identifying Figurative Language – Choose the appropriate terms for the quotes below.
A) metaphor 

B) personification 
C)simile
12. “They named him William Armstrong which was like tying a big tail on a small kite” (Hurst 428).  ________________________

13. “Trembling, he’d push himself up, . . . and finally collapse back on the bed like an old worn-out doll” (Hurst 430).  _______________________________

14. “. . . pride who’s slave I was, spoke to me louder than all their voices. . .” (Hurst 434).  __________________________

15. “I did mot know then that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines, life and death” (Hurst 433).  _____________________________

16. “The drops stung my face like nettles” (Hurst 441).  _____________________

Part IV:  Imagery: Look on the following pages indicated for each column.  List the adjectives you find in the lines provided that creates a highly descriptive image of that topic.


 


20. The mood Old Woman Swamp created by the adjectives you have indicated above can best be described as…
a) serene


b) magical

c) quiet


d) a, b, and c
21. According to your chart, the mood felt for the Scarlet Ibis is…
a) excitement

b) pity


c) disgust

d) none of these
22. The mood the author indicates for the season is…
a) lush and sunny

b) cold and dreary
c) wet and soggy

d) gloomy and fading
Part V:  Inferences: - When you make an inference, you make a logical guess based on observation or information in a text combined with your own knowledge and experience.  In the second column record what you can infer based on the quote provided.


 


26.  Record the letters of the statements that represent foreshadowing of events in the story.

a) “Everybody thought he was going to die—everybody except Aunt Nicey”
b) “William Armstrong was a name that sounds good only on a tombstone.”

c) “He talked so much we all quit listening to what he said.”

d) “’Don’t go leave me, Brother,’ he cried , and he leaned toward the coffin.”

e) “Doodle and I spent a lot of time thinking about the future.”

f) “Dead birds is bad luck.”

g) “Doodle’s hands were clasped at his throat, and I had never seen him stand still so long.”
27. How is Doodle different from the other children?

a) mentally challenged 
b)  shy and quiet

c) physically challenged
d) both a and c

28. How does Doodle react to the Ibis?

a) sympathetic

b) interested

c) excited

d) both a and b
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Quote  							Inference


“Doodle was a nice crazy, like someone you		23.  A)  The narrator liked his brother, meet in your dreams” (Hurst 428).		                            but thought he was odd.


						       B)  Doodle had mental problems that 						             made him daydream


						       C)  He felt sorry for Doodles because                                  


                                                                                                    he lived in a dream.





“Shut up.  I’m not going to hurt you.  I’m                    24.  A)  The brother is irritated and  


going to teach you to walk.  I heaved him up                             becoming violent


again, and again he collapsed” (Hurst 433).                         B)  Doodle is weak and not really 


							trying


The brother is frustrated but


determined to keep trying








“For a long long time, it seemed forever, I lay               25.  A)  The brother feels guilty about  


there crying, sheltering my fallen Scarlet Ibis 		 what has happened


from the heresy of rain” (Hurst 441).                                     B)  He still wants to protect Doodle                                                                       


						          C)  Both A and B are correct 


							  answers


























