Short Story Unit
Terms

Setting:


The setting is the time and place in which the events of a story occur.  Setting includes not only the physical surroundings, but also the ideas beliefs and values of the character or of the particular society.  Setting helps create mood.

EXAMPLE:  What is the setting in Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl?  
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl takes place in Holland in the 1940’s.  However, recognizing this is during the Nazi occupation of Holland and that the main characters are Jewish is vitally important to the story.  
Characters:


The characters are the actors in the story.  Most characters are humans, but they can be animals, elements of nature, or other forces.

Protagonist – is the main character (not the good guy)

Antagonist – is the person or thing that opposes the main character 

(not the bad guy)

Example:  Who are the protagonist and the antagonist in the Tale Tell 
    Heart?

The madman telling the story (obviously not a good person) is the protagonist.  The antagonist is the old man.  

Round Character – is a fully developed character that shows varied traits


Dynamic Character – grows and changes throughout the story
Point of View:

Point of view is the perspective from which the narrator tells a story.

First Person – the narrator is the one of the characters, and 
uses “I” or “me” in the telling of the story.
Example: Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, told by Anne

   Tale Tell Heart told by the madman


Third Person – the narrator is not a character, but an outsider   

describing the characters and action of the story.
Example:  All Fairy Tales are told in third person
Third Person Limited – the narrator describes only what one character knows.

Third Person Omniscient – the narrator is all knowing and can tell the reader the mind of more than one character.
Theme:


The theme is the central message of the story, or the lesson to be learned after reading the story.


Stated Themes – are directly present in the story



Implied Themes – must be inferred by considering all the elements

Conflict:


Conflict is a struggle that may involve people, ideas, or other forces.

External Conflict – are struggles between a character and forces outside the character. This means it is something that the character can not control
Man vs. Man  


=
Character vs. Character

Man vs. Nature/Environment
=
Character vs. Storm, lost         

in wilderness, battle against time, ailment
Man Vs. Society


=
Character vs. the 
government, social 
standard

Internal Conflict – are struggles between a character and forces within the character.  
Man vs. Himself
=
Character vs. personality flaw, tough 

 moral decision


What is the conflict in The Tale Tell Heart?

Man vs. Man


Man vs. Himself


What is the conflict in Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl?



Man vs. Society

Man vs. Man

Man vs. Nature

Plot:


Plot is the series of related events through which characters explore a problem and solve it.

5 Stages of Plot Development

1. exposition – the author introduces the characters and the setting

2. rising action – the conflict develops

3. climax – the highest point of action in the story

4. falling action – the author explains the results of the climax

5. resolution – how the conflict is finally solved

Example:  List the stages of plot for a well know fairy tale

Cinderella

Exposition = 
a beautiful and kind young girl lives with her evil stepmother and stepsisters.  They often abuse her by giving her lengthy chores and poor living conditions.

Rising Action = 
The Royal family is having a ball in which all eligible young girls in the kingdom are invited.  Cinderella wants desperately to go, but is foiled by her evil family, and remains at home.

Climax = 
Fairy Godmother appears and equips Cinderella with gown and carriage.  Cinderella goes to the ball, meets, dances, and falls in love with the prince.

Falling Action = 
Upon leaving the ball, Cinderella loses her shoe, the magic dissolves, and she returns home.  
Resolution =
The prince is determined to find the owner of the slipper and marry her.  He does locate Cinderella, and they live happily ever after.  
