Independent Clause: a group of words that make a complete statement and have a subject and a verb.  An independent clause can stand alone.
Ex.  Silence is golden.

Dependent Clause: a group of words with a subject and a verb that cannot stand alone. A dependent clause standing alone is a sentence fragment.

Ex.  Because I was about to wet my pants.

Coordinating Conjunction:  a word that is used with a comma to join two independent clauses.

What are they?

But



And

Or



For 

Nor



So 

Yet

Simple Sentence: A complete sentence that has 1 independent clause.

Ex. The vampire drank her blood.
Compound Sentence:  A compound sentence has 2 or more independent clauses.  

Ex. Kevin didn’t want to hurt Carrie’s feelings, so he didn’t tell her about the toilet paper sticking out of her pants.  

Compound sentences have 2 or more independent clauses separated by a comma or semi-colon and a coordinating conjunction.

Ex.  The roving band of zombies tore through the town, and they ate all of the brains they could find.  

Or
The roving band of zombies tore through the town; they ate all of the brains they could find.
What is the difference between compound and simple sentences??
Mainly that a simple sentence is 1 independent clause and a compound sentence is 2 or more independent clauses.

Simple:

The Vampire drank her blood.

Compound:

The Vampire drank her blood, so I fled in terror.  

If one part of the sentence cannot stand alone then it is not a compound sentence.  It would be a complex sentence.

Complex Sentence: A complex sentence has 1 independent clause and 1 or more dependent clauses.  The dependent clause can come before or after the independent clause.
Dependent clause 1st Example: (comma needed)

After the class started laughing, Mrs. Postelwait realized her pants had split.  

Independent clause 1st Example: (no comma)

Mrs. Postelwait realized her pants had split after the class started laughing.

Compound-Complex Sentence: A compound-complex sentence has 2 or more independent clauses and at least 1 dependent clause.  

Ex 1.  After Mr. Chargois announced the new dress code policy, the students groaned in their seats, but they had to follow the new rules anyway.  

Ex 2. Before night fell, the mummy stirred in his coffin; he was restless to begin the evening.

Note:  Compound-complex sentences are usually the longest and most complicated looking sentences.  
