Plot Notes 


Plot is the series of related events through which characters explore a problem and solve it.

5 Stages of Plot Development

1. exposition – the author introduces the characters and the setting

2. rising action – the conflict develops

3. climax – the highest point of action in the story

4. falling action – the author explains the results of the climax

5. resolution – how the conflict is finally solved

Example:  List the stages of plot for a well know fairy tale

Cinderella

Exposition = 
a beautiful and kind young girl lives with her evil stepmother and stepsisters.  They often abuse her by giving her lengthy chores and poor living conditions.

Rising Action = 
The Royal family is having a ball in which all eligible young girls in the kingdom are invited.  Cinderella wants desperately to go, but is foiled by her evil family, and remains at home.

Climax = 
Fairy Godmother appears and equips Cinderella with gown and carriage.  Cinderella goes to the ball, meets, dances, and falls in love with the prince.

Falling Action = 
Upon leaving the ball, Cinderella loses her shoe, the magic dissolves, and she returns home.  

Resolution =
The prince is determined to find the owner of the slipper and marry her.  He does locate Cinderella, and they live happily ever after.  
When you wish upon a star…playlist.com
