“A Sound of Thunder” Questions

PART 1: Grammar and Style: The following paragraph is a continuation of the short story.  Revise the paragraph using the  proofreading symbols from the chart to show your changes. 

	Proofreading Symbols

^ Add letters/words/punctuation

= Capitalize a letter

X  Delete letter or words


“ What where you thinking. You did not have to do this!” Lesperance cried. 
“What a mess he made of things!  I am trying to make things right” travis spit out.

“It is too late? The damage been done,” Lesperance spoke spoke now in a voice barely above a whisper.

“I had to do something. I had to try.” Travis sank to his knees and placed the gum beside
himself on the floor.

“Look this sign. Look at it! We cannot go outside. We cannot stay here,” Lesperance said to no one in partticular.

“Go fix the sign,” demanded Travis. “We will have to continue as before.” 
Part 2: Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is the writer’s use of clues to suggest events that will happen later in the story. The use of foreshadowing also adds suspense.

Directions: In each blank box, quote (lines from the text) either the instance when the outcome was foreshadowed, or the later result of a foreshadow event.  The first one has been done for you.

	FORESHADOWING


	OUTCOME

	Says the man behind the desk at the office, “Frankly, yes.  We don’t want anybody going who’  panic at the first shot” (Bradbury 36).

	 When seeing the dinosaur Eckles says, “I figured wrong.  I’ve met my match and admit it.  This is too much for me to get a hold of” (Bradbury 41).

	Mr. Travis says, “Stay on the path.  Don’t go off it.  I repeat.  Don’t go off the path.  For any reason” (Bradbury 37)!

	Hint: pg. 44

	Hint: pg. 38

	The narrator relates, “Embedded in the mud, glistening green and gold and black, was a butterfly, very beautiful and very dead” (Bradbury 47).

	Mr. Travis says, “I’m warning you, Eckels, I might kill you yet.  I’ve got my gun ready” (Bradbury 45). 

	Hint: pg. 47


Part 3:  Review Questions
1. What means of travel do the hunters use to go on safari?

2. Why must the hunters stay on the path and shoot only selected animals?

3. How does Lesperance select the animals that can be hunted?

4. Why does Eckels not shoot his animal?

5. What does Eckels find on his boot at the end of the story?
Part 4: Sequencing and Order – Indicate the event in each blank that would complete the sequence.
A. Eckels shows up at the office ready to go on a safari adventure.

B. _____________________________________________________________________

C. Mr. Travis, Mr. Lesperance, and the three hunters arrive at their hunting location.

D. _____________________________________________________________________

E. They locate the dinosaur they intend to shoot.

F. ____________________________________________________________________

G. Eckels is seating in the time machine shaking.

H. The two guide and two hunters return to the time machine.

I. ____________________________________________________________________

J. Eckels must retrieve the bullets from the carcass of the dinosaur.

K. Eckels is quiet and worried on his way back to the present time.

L. ____________________________________________________________________

M. Eckels notices the dead butterfly embedded in the mud on his boot.

N. ____________________________________________________________________

Part 5: Fragment Sentences – Spoken language is different from formal written language.  To create realistic dialogue, authors will use fragment sentence in their writing.  

Directions:  In the excerpt below, underline all the fragment sentences.  Then, rewrite each fragment as a complete sentence.
“Strange,” murmured Eckels.  “Up ahead, sixty million years, Election Day over.  Keith made president.  Everyone celebrating.  And here we are, a million years lost, and they don’t exist.  The things we worried about for month, a lifetime, not even born or thought of yet.”


“Safety catches off, everyone!” ordered Travis.  “You, first shot, Eckels.  Second Billings, Third, Kramer.”

“I’ve hunted tiger, wild boar, buffalo, elephant, but now, this is it,” said Eckels.  “I’m shaking like a kid.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

