Freshman English
Class website:  http://postelwaitenglish.weebly.com

Mrs. Megan Postelwait




Room # 1235
E-mail: postelwait.megan@unionps.org
Welcome
Welcome to Mrs. Postelwait’s Freshman English class.  I expect a level of maturity and self control that lends itself to a successful learning environment.  Come to my class each day with the expectation to learn, work, and enjoy my class.  This year you will be studying a variety of texts covering an array of literature from short stories, poems, plays, and novels.  We will also have a heavy focus on writing/composition.  I have high expectations of my students as individuals, as well as my classes as a whole.
Course Outline
In 9th grade English we will be focusing on writing skills, Literature, grammar, and composition.  Students will learn how to analyze and respond to a variety of literature. Students will learn how to write an effective personal narrative. Primary teaching methods will be peer editing, group work, reading, individual work, audio-visual materials, internet resources, research, writing, and direct instruction.  We do take a lot of notes in this class so be prepared and keep track of your notes.
Materials Needed
1. Loose leaf notebook paper in your school binder
2. 1 pocket folder to keep handouts, graded papers, etc.
3. 1 single subject spiral notebook ( to be used for classroom notes)
4. 1 mechanical pencil

5. 1 blue or black ink pen

6. 1 colored pen (not blue or black)

7. 1 Highlighter

8. 1 Sharpie, any color

You are responsible for your own supplies.  Do not beg or borrow from me or from others.  In addition to the above supplies, the following supplies will be purchased by each class and left in the room for class use.  Please call (357-7706) if this presents a problem.


ELL 1st hour:      1 package of pencils 

ELL 2nd hour:      1 package glue sticks 

Pre-AP 5th hour:      1 package markers

Pre-AP 6th hour:       1 package of colored pencils            
              Pre-AP 7th hour:       1 package of highlighters
· All supplies and signed syllabus need to be handed in and checked by Wednesday August 31, 2011.  (Please put your child’s name on all supplies)
Parent Signature __________________________________________________________

Class Rules
1. Respect me, each other, and yourselves.  NO talking while I am talking and NO talking while other students are presenting.
2. Please listen to the directions and follow what is asked of you
3. Bring materials to class EVERY day.  Be prepared

4. Remain in your seat until you are dismissed.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________
Consequences

There will be consequences for not complying with the above rules or for disruptive behavior and disrespect.  


1st offense:  Verbal Warning


2nd offense:  D-Hall 
· 4 days lunch or 2 hours after school (3-5)

3rd offense:  Call home to parents

4th offense:  Referral

Any serious offense will result in an immediate referral.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________
2nd chance pass
Each student will receive 2 second chance passes per semester.  These may be used to turn in an assignment late without losing any points.  If the pass is not used by the end of the semester, you will receive extra credit (10 points per pass).  You may only use 2 passes per semester.

Make-Up Work
If you are absent it is your responsibility to find out what we did in class.  Make up work including exams, may be completed up to one week after the absence.  After that one week, make up work is considered late.  Whenever you return from an absence check the bright GREEN bulletin board and the class website (http://postelwaitenglish.weebly.com) for assignments before coming to see me.  Whenever you are making up an exam, please see me to arrange a makeup time.  This must be done before school (7:30-8:10), after school (2:50-3:30), or during your lunch. Tests may not be made up during class time.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________

Late work and regular assignments

All typed assignments should be turned in using the class website.  If an assignment is due when you have a planned or unplanned absence you may use the website to turn those assignments in.  If you have reoccurring zeros in my class due to failure to complete assignments you will be assigned 1 day of lunch detention for each zero until all zeros are completed and turned in.
Passes
You will receive 4 hall passes per semester.  These may be used for the restroom, water fountain, locker, etc.  They may not be used for the vending machines.  It is imperative that you use these passes only for emergencies.  You must have your agenda in order to be let out of class, and you may not use a friend’s agenda.  You will not be allowed out of class without your hall pass sheet.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________
Tardy Policy
The tardy policy in the student handbook will be enforced.  The first offense is a verbal warning.  The second offense will result in parent notification.  The third offense will result in an assigned D-hall.  If you are tardy more than three times you will be referred to administration.  Please be aware that the 4th tardy and every subsequent tardy counts as an “unexcused absence,” and remember, you are only allowed ten (10) by state law.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________
Food/Drink

Use your discretion with food in my classroom.  Small snacks are allowed, no complete meals please. The only drink that is allowed in the classroom is water in a closed container.  NO soda, juice, energy drinks, coffee, etc.  I reserve the right to take this away at any point if spilling or food becomes a problem I will hold your items until the end of class and you may get them when the bell rings.
Initial  Parent __________

Initial Student _____________
Technology
I make use of the technology available on an almost daily basis.  If you own a Nook, Kindle, or other e-reader feel free to bring it to class on Fridays.  Also if you own a smartphone of any variety we will make use of them in the classroom.  However, that means you must be responsible and put it away when asked.  You must also use it only for the assignment given when asked.  Do not take photos or videos in my class unless it is a part of an assignment.
I have read and understand the syllabus for Mrs. Postelwait’s class.  I agree to abide by her rules and be an active member of her class.

Student Signature ________________________________________________  Date   _______________
Parent Signature _________________________________________________   Date  ________________

Please note parent involvement is very important in the education of a child.  Please keep in contact with me throughout the school year so your child can be successful in my class.  The only reason a student has ever failed my class is simply failing to complete and/or turn in assignments.
